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What is Ramsar? What does this mean locally?

	 Born	out	of	an	international	convention	in	Ramsar,	
Iran	in	1971,	the	Ramsar	Convention	on	Wetlands	of	
International	Significance	recognises	the	importance	
of	wetlands	for	migratory	birds,	groundwater	recharge,	
flood	abatement,	wildlife	habitat,	food	production,	rec-
reation,	and	countless	other	ecosystem	services	span-
ning	across	national	boundaries.		Ratified	by	the	Unit-
ed	States	in	1987	and	signed	by	President	Reagan,	
Ramsar	is	an	international	agreement	that	recognizes	
the	importance	of	wetland	systems	and	promotes	wet-
land	conservation	worldwide.		
	 Ramsar protects wetland habitat through 
non-regultory means by raising public aware-
ness of the importance of wetlands in our glob-
al ecology. 
	 Individuals	or	collections	of	land	owners	petition	to	
list	their	parcels,	and	once	accepted,	benefit	from	na-
tional	and	global	recognition	of	importance.			While	
Ramsar	designation	promotes	the	site	by	increasing	sci-
entific	and	tourist	interest,	and	inspiring	local	pride	and	
awareness,	no	additional	burdens	are	placed	on	land	
owners.		Ramsar	sites	may	be	eligible	for	additional	
conservation	funding	and	demonstrate	active	partner-
ships	of	private	and	public	landowners,	however	land-

	 In	2007,	the	Laguna	Foundation	began	the	process	
of	listing	the	Laguna	de	Santa	Rosa	and	adjacent	San-
ta	Rosa	Plain	Wetland	Complex	as	a	Ramsar	site.		The	
designated	wetland	complex	includes	the	Laguna	de	
Santa	Rosa	channel	and	floodplain,	permanent	marsh-
es,	vernal	pools	and	tributary	creeks.		
 The sucessful lisitng of the Laguna de Santa 
Rosa Wetland Complex as a Ramsar site will be 
announced on World Wetlands Day -  February 
2, 2010.  
		 	 The	Laguna	de	Santa	Rosa	Wetland	Complex	will	
become	the	fifth	Ramsar	site	in	California	and	the	25th	
site	in	the	United	States	to	receive	this	important	rec-
ognition.		Other	local	Ramsar	sites	include	the	Bolinas	
Lagoon	and	Tomales	Bay.		
	 With	numerous	private	and	public	landowners	partic-
ipating	in	our	Ramsar	application,	3895	acres	of	wet-
land	in	the	Laguna	will	add	to	the	400	million	acres	
worldwide	designated	as	Wetlands	of	International	Sig-
nificance.	
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owners	are	not	subject	to	any	ad-
ditional	regulation,	oversight,	or	
access	to	their	properties.		
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